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By TAMMY ARBUCKLY
Special to The Star

VINNTIANE -—- The United
States has launched a new se-
crot operation against the Plain
of Jars, a Com'numst - held area
in norihern Laos, well - in-
formed cources say. “Cominan-| o
do vaiders, some led by Ameri-|1
can military men in CIA employ
have penety ated as far as Lima

-22, an air slrip in the east cen-

tral plain.

U.S. aircraft arc landing on
the plain. An Air America T
fransport was stranded with its
American crew on the plain for
a night, according to well -in-
fmmed sources. U.S. officials,
Lowever, rcfusc to discuss tlv
cperaiion making it difficult to

ssess  the opcu lion's exacl
maé,mhmc or objoctives.

One American source claimed
deo  Gen. -Vang Pao  was
“strengihening  and  improvi
his defensive po\ﬂ on.? Sou
said Vang Yao teok Dan Na, a
key hill “overlooking {le 1%.
last Tuosday. Unfertunalely this
claim of strengtinening de “nm,

i

(lO"S not jell with the U S. pres-

wee on the plain or lhe cxces-
<1vy scerecy cloaking the opera-
tion on the part of U.S. and Lo
cificials.

¥raaght With Dausger
[>] o

To clear North Vietnamese
from the hills south of the plain
and establish positicns on hil
tops overlooking the plain would
be excellent, as it would give
Vang Tao’s forces a breatlier
until the next dry scason.

However, Lo go onto the plain
is fraught with both military and
pohhcal danger.

In 1969, a joint US and Lao
operation, About Face took the
plain  from the C mmm
briefly, but resulted in mass
Tanol retaliation which. dlow
CIA-led Nlcos back fartier than
ever before and almost resuled

in the secret base of Long Chenlt
falling. A new offensive could)

mean that final end to fealers

“for talks Detween the govern-thos
‘ment and (,ommum\ts cnd Tead|
0 fresh Hanol offensives Hanol

has frequently made clear it will:
nob tolerale a U.S. or govern-|
ment presence oun the pi i of

J C Ant
- .

“\'/"s‘ i
'o! /o Lowhinione

anl has su[[v-wrt {orce to
{ha corrupt, lmanaged
rees off plain again when-
it wa ]ls :
Soing mmtmy sources have
led that the Plain of Jars
[)h]l s {o ulme {he pressure
m {he Lo base of Beuam L.ong,
north of {he plain.

CWheon correspendents {ried to
find whut t{he operalion was
aboul, Gen. Thongph Knoksy,
the povermmeual spolesman,
dodzed inlo the corridors of
Leo hewlguarters. U.S. officials
adamantly rcfuse to speak un-
less 'vhenss Punh speaks fivst.

1t is .linost unbelicvable that
after Seaate censure and pn)h-
calion of tl,(, Pentagen docu-

U.S. ron eporation cloze to North
\.1"(::{ nd China,
’lm oy 2ration previously re-
sugh Comm mist retal-
siderable
it and civ.l'.x;m loss in
“re can ba no doulst the
N is cons 10 ¥ o]bm size,

ti.o ‘(,u i s Lo;.n.lj.misl., 'h:zs

oen wiost fruthful to dale on
Luo o tions, says three regi-

ments of Vang Pao’s forees arg
involved Vientiane military

SOHYCes :~ .y two That bl.thnws
and six Luo Meo batfallons are
tnvolved. U.S. air power iIs again

Jdextramely aclive over the plain,

wheie some 5,060 civilans are
still liviag., Amcerican embassy
ofi‘iciai~; are {rying {o blame
Vang oo for the operalion.
“Vang 1zo is very much his own
man, . three American officials
suidb eparvately. .

As :!1 Lm'w used the same
words, one cail only assume

Slaomcboidy told them Lo say this,

Vang Puos’ formes are advised,
pmd, armed, elothed and some-
{hines Iod b_{ CIA cmployes and
it is impossible for the gencral
“x‘y‘mw hig without
e approval, Some mid-
wel Araericans ave already
gy 'H'uvi thoughts,
: ear that Lf Vaug Peo

c-ar]y Iianoi-opposition
e muy continue to advance,
brinsing the U.S. into a ney
noritwin Laos debacle. 5

merts, a U5, mission in Laos!
should cnce agam resert to se-
m'cy puarticularly concerning a
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